The Challenge to Democracy
education is mainly a means of getting the better of
others in a general scramble. If schools are intended
chiefly to train each person in using his -wits to get as
much as he can for himself, then it is unfortunate that
so many go to school. Why increase the competition?
And more pointedly it is asked: Why improve the
chances in the struggle for gain of the children of
working-class parents, who may, if they go to school,
get the better of their "betters"? It is still more
"unfair" to give such children the chance of making
larger incomes by sending them to universities!
There will not be "enough to go round," if so many are
scrambling for scraps!
Perhaps, however, education for the working class
is good for the whole community, but only in so far
as it makes efficient workers? Perhaps education is a
common good only if it keeps people in their places
to serve the community as inferiors or superiors?
This is the assumption which still survives, perhaps
unconsciously, in the discussion of educational
policy.
Survivals of the Past in Education
Education has always been conceived as, in some sense,
a common good. Even the education of a select caste
was assumed to be for the good of the whole com-
munity, who would derive advantage from the know-
ledge and skillof priests and doctors. Thus it is assumed
that the superior knowledge and skill given to the
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